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we were going to have to make some difficult
choices. I said not everybody was going to be
happy with every single decision I made.

You did not elect me to do what was easy.
You didn’t just elect me to read the polls and
figure out how to keep myself in office. When-
ever you read the media in Washington, all
they’re concerned about is, boy, his polls num-
bers are down, so that must mean that he didn’t
do the right thing. Just because your poll num-
bers are down, that’s how everything is mea-
sured.

But you didn’t elect me to look at the polls.
You elected me to do what was right. You elect-
ed me to do what was right. That was change
you could believe in, that I was going to do what
was right, not what was expedient, not what was
convenient.

And you got involved. What was different
about this campaign was because you believed
this was the moment to solve the challenges that
the country had ignored for far too long.

That involvement can’t end with the vote that
you cast in 2008. That election was not just
about putting me in the White House. It was
about building a movement for change that
went beyond any one campaign or any one can-
didate. It was about remembering that in the
United States of America, our destiny is not
written for us, it is written by us. That is the
blessing of this country. The power to shape our
future lies in our hands, but only if we’re willing

to keep working for it and fighting for it and
keep believing that change is possible.

So that’s what’s being tested right now.
That’s what’s being tested. We are being tested
here. The question is, are we going to have the
courage to keep moving forward even in the
face of difficulty, even in the face of uncertain-
ty? This election is not about what we’ve done;
it’s about the work we have left to do. It’s
what—it’s about what you want this country to
look like over the next 2 years. It’s about your
future.

So, Madison, get out there and shape it. Get
out there and fight for it. I need your help,
Madison. We need you to commit to vote. We
need you to pledge to vote. We need you to
knock on doors. We need you to talk to neigh-
bors. We need you to make phone calls. We
need you to bring energy and passion and com-
mitment. Because if we do, if you’re willing to
step up to the plate and realize that change is
not a spectator sport, we will not just win this
election, we are going to restore our economy,
we are going to rebuild the middle class, we will
reclaim the American Dream for this genera-
tion.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:07 p.m. in the
Kohl Center at the University of Wisconsin—
Madison. In his remarks, he referred to former
lobbyist Brian Wild; and musicians Beyonce G.
Knowles and Paul D. “Bono” Hewson.

Message to the Congress on Blocking Property of Certain Persons With
Respect to Serious Human Rights Abuses by the Government of Iran and
Taking Certain Other Actions
September 28, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEE-
PA), I hereby report that I have issued an Execu-
tive Order (the “order”) that takes additional steps
with respect to the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995.

In Executive Order 12957, the President
found that the actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Iran threaten the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. To deal with that threat, the President in
Executive Order 12957 declared a national
emergency and imposed prohibitions on certain
transactions with respect to the development of
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Iranian petroleum resources. To further re-
spond to that threat, Executive Order 12959 of
May 6, 1995, imposed comprehensive trade and
financial sanctions on Iran. Finally, Executive
Order 13059 of August 19, 1997, consolidated
and clarified the previous orders.

I have determined that the actions and poli-
cies of the Government of Iran on or after its
presidential election of June 12, 2009, including
its violent response to peaceful demonstrations
and its commission of serious human rights
abuses, warrant the imposition of additional
sanctions.

The prohibitions contained in the new order
implement section 105(a) of the Comprehen-
sive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–195) (CISADA)
concerning, inter alia, the imposition of sanc-
tions pursuant to IEEPA with respect to each
person on the list referred to in section 105(b). I
applaud the efforts of the Congress to demon-
strate the strong and sustained commitment of
the United States to advancing the universal
rights of all Iranians, and to sanction those who
have abused their rights. The order, however,
goes beyond the scope of section 105 of CISA-
DA by imposing sanctions pursuant to IEEPA
on persons who meet a broader set of criteria
than those specified in section 105(b).

The order blocks the property and interests
in property of persons listed in the Annex to the
order, who I have determined meet the first of
the three criteria set forth below. The order also
provides criteria for designations of persons de-
termined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with or at the recommendation of
the Secretary of State:

• to be an official of the Government of Iran
or a person acting on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Iran (including members of
paramilitary organizations) who is respon-
sible for or complicit in, or responsible for
ordering, controlling, or otherwise direct-
ing, the commission of serious human
rights abuses against persons in Iran or
Iranian citizens or residents, or the family
members of the foregoing, on or after
June 12, 2009, regardless of whether such
abuses occurred in Iran;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or technolog-
ical support for, or goods or services to or
in support of, the activities described in
section 1(a)(ii)(A) of the order or any per-
son whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury the authority, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to take such actions, including
the promulgation of rules and regulations, and
to employ all powers granted to the President by
IEEPA and the relevant provisions of CISADA,
as may be necessary to carry out the blocking-
related purposes of the order and to take such
actions, including the promulgation of rules and
regulations, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA, as may be necessary to
carry out section 104 of CISADA. I have dele-
gated to the Secretary of State the functions and
authorities related to visa sanctions conferred
upon the President by the relevant provisions of
CISADA. I have also delegated to the Secretary
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Treasury, the function of submitting to the
appropriate congressional committees referred
to in section 105(b) of CISADA the initial and
updated lists of persons who are subject to visa
sanctions and whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to the order. All
executive agencies of the United States Govern-
ment are directed to take all appropriate mea-
sures within their authority to carry out the pro-
visions of the order.

The order, a copy of which is enclosed, be-
came effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight
time on September 29, 2010.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 28, 2010.
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NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 29. The

Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session in Des Moines, Iowa
September 29, 2010

The President. Thank you so much for being
here. And first of all, I just want to thank Jeff
and Sandy and Tristan and Skyelar for letting us
use their backyard. So please give them a big
round of applause.

And since we are here, I should just say, go
Bulldogs. I know how to work a crowd. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to make sure that everybody also ac-
knowledges your outstanding Governor, Chet
Culver is here; the mayor of Des Moines, Frank
Cownie, who’s here; and State Representative
Janet Petersen is here—all of whom are doing
great work and I had a chance to work with and
get to know when I spent a few months here in
Iowa a couple years ago.

It is wonderful to be back, and I thank all of
you for coming. I am not going to give a long
speech on the front end here. What I really
want to do is hear from you. So what I’m going
to do is just speak a little bit at the front end
about where I think the country’s at, how we
move forward. It’s relevant because there is an
election coming up, although I’m going to try to
avoid making just a straight political speech
here.

When I started running for President back in
2008—2007, 2008—the reason I was willing to
go into the race, even though Michelle was not
crazy about politics and I had two young daugh-
ters who are the center of my world and I was
going to be away from for quite a bit, was a feel-
ing that the country was at a crossroads, that we
had some fundamental decisions to make that
we had been putting off for decades.

And there are a whole host of individual is-
sues—education and energy and what we do in
terms of our foreign policy—a whole bunch of
discrete issues that concerned me. What con-
cerned me most, I think, was the nature of our
economy and how the American Dream
seemed as if it was slipping away for too many
people.

From 2001 to 2009, the average wage of mid-
dle class families in America actually declined
by 5 percent. Job growth was slower during that
period than at any time since World War II, at
the same time as the costs of everything from
health care to college tuition were skyrocketing.

And so what you had was a situation in which
the very top was getting very wealthy, but the
middle class, which is the beating heart of our
economy, and those aspiring to get into the
middle class were finding it harder and harder
to get ahead.

And there were a range of reasons for that,
but a lot of it had to do with the set of policies
that had been put in place, whose basic premise
was that if we cut taxes, especially for million-
aires and billionaires, and if we cut back on
rules and regulations for how our industries and
companies operate, and then we cut everybody
loose to sort of do—to fend for themselves, that
somehow the economy would automatically
grow. And it didn’t work.

The other thing that was happening was that
we were becoming less competitive internation-
ally, so manufacturing jobs were moving over-
seas. You saw countries like China and India
and Brazil investing heavily in their education
systems and in infrastructure. And where we
used to be ranked number one, for example, in
the proportion of college graduates, we now
rank number 12; where we used to have—had
the best public school system in the world, now
our kids rank 21st in science and 25th in math.
And so slowly, all the things that had made us
the most productive country on Earth were
starting to slip away, and we were losing that
competitive position.

So what I said was, I’m going to run for Pres-
ident because there are some long-term things
that we can do that will start growing our econo-
my from the bottom up, make sure that the
middle class is expanding, make sure that inno-
vation and entrepreneurship is taking place in
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